MUSIC THEORY CLASSES

The Music Education Centre is keen to provide Takapuna Normal Intermediate students the Avenue for Excellence in their Music Education.   

Why study Music Theory?

· We have iPods; You Tube; Cds and MP3s – but most of us listen with ignorant ears.   Music Theory lessons develop discernment – being able to notice which is skilful and which is not complex music.

· Many musicians are musically illiterate i.e. they cannot read and understand the mathematical structure of written music.  Through Music Theory you can begin to understand the architecture of music – chords; and rhythm – which are the nuts and bolts of music in all its forms. 

· These courses are about understanding and writing music rather than performing, however your playing will definitely improve as your knowledge of Music Theory increases. 

· Music theory gives students the tools to become more creative music explorers.

· Music Theory classes develop your knowledge of many many websites that help throughout Secondary School Music education.

· Year 9 students often struggle with the volume of new information they must learn and be examined on in all subjects. Those who have studied Music Theory at Intermediate school have an advantage over those who have no knowledge of theory when they take the Secondary School Music option.

What do we do in Theory Classes?  

· Under the guidance of the teacher, each student works through the ABRSM workbooks, and uses the Associated Board of Royal Schools of Music theory website for supportive lessons and exercises. http://www.mymusictheory.com/index.html 

· On October 30, 2010 each theory student will sit a Theory Examination – an Internationally Recognized ABRSM exam.

· Because each student comes to Theory Classes with a different knowledge base, students work at their own pace.   Some stay on Grade One and sit that examination, however students are encouraged to complete work at home, and aim for higher Grades.  Some Year 7 students will reach Grade 3 and some Year 8 students up to Grade 5.

When are the lessons?

Lessons are at 8.00 a.m. on a Tuesday Morning at T.N.I.S.  

Tuition fees

Parents receive a term invoice at the start of each school term, payable to the Music Education Centre (NOT the school office).

Charges are $5.00 per lesson for each group lesson.   Theory books range from $15-$20.    (Examination fees are billed mid year and range from  $54 - $75.)

How to Book

For enrolments at the start of term one, an enrolment form will be distributed to all students and can be returned to the school office in mid February.

To start lessons during the year, or for more information, phone the Music Education Centre on 0800 89 39 39  or contact us through our MEC website  http://www.musiceducation.co.nz/

